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Chairman Peterson and members of the Committee:

Thank you for scheduling these hearings to get input from those of us directly impacted
by farm legislation.

My name is Ricky Wiggins and I am a partner in a family farming operation along with
my son, Russell, and father, Gene. We currently work about 2500 acres of row crops and
pasture in Covington and Escambia counties, located in South Alabama. We’ve been at
the same location since 1952 and have a history of growing corn, wheat, soybeans,
watermelons, tomatoes, grain sorghum and hogs. We currently grow peanuts, cotton and
cattle.

My wife, Sharon, and I have four children and ten grandchildren. Our concern today is
whether or not they will have the same opportunity to pursue the American dream in the
future. Overwhelming national debt, deficit and uncontrolled spending cast a dark
shadow over their futures. As a farmer, I stand ready to work to pass a fiscally-
responsible 2012 farm bill. However, I’'m not prepared to sit back and watch agriculture
take disproportionate cuts while runaway spending is allowed to continue in other parts
of our budget.

Farmers understand that this next Farm Bill will not be written in a vacuum. We know
that tough choices will have to be made. Effective farm policy maximizes scarce
resources by triggering programs when prices and conditions warrant and by giving
farmers the flexibility to respond to changes in supply and demand. Good farm policy is
not only important to us who live on farms, but also for every American that enjoys an
affordable, reliable and safe food supply.

These are trying times for Southern agriculture. Several years of prolonged drought along
with several devastating hurricanes have taken a toll on many in the Southeast. Couple
these weather events with increased regulation, higher production cost and prices for
cotton and peanuts that are at or below levels we saw two decades ago, and you can see
that Southern agriculture is hurting.

The current three-part safety net of marketing loans, direct payments and counter-cyclical
payments has worked fairly well for Southeastern farmers. We do have some issues with
USDA regulations on eligibility and see the need for Congress to be more specific on
intent. Policy should encourage maximum participation without regard to farm size or
structure.



With more costly environmental regulation on the horizon, now is not the time to be
shifting funds out of the commodity title and into other causes. Providing for the
continued stability of American farms is the best way to strengthen rural communities,
conserve natural resources and ensure a safe and affordable food supply.

We also understand the issues with the WTO and that America tries to set the example of
adhering to compliance, but that usually puts us at a disadvantage in the world of trade. It
is frustrating to have trade agreements be negotiated that will truly help us and Congress
chooses not to take them up.

In summary, we think that the current bill works well. If policy changes are inevitable as
part of the 2012 Farm Bill, we remain ready to work with your Committee to explore
alternative programs that can provide the needed safety net to our industry in a manner
that is consistent with our international trade obligations and within our budget
constraints.

Thank you for listening to me today.
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