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It is a pleasure to offer testimony today based upon my experiences as a grain farmer.

Good afternoon, my name is Nick Volz and I am a fifth generation farmer and have been
farming for 37 years in Elkhart, IA and the surrounding areas. Where my wife and I live
today, is a century farm.

[ am currently raising corn and soybeans, and in the past have raised specialty corn and
parent seed corn. Also, have produced seed soybeans for 20 years and specialty soybeans
for Dupont for 5 years. We no longer produce specialty crops because the premiums
have declined so it is not worth the extra expense in producing it.

In addition, my dad gave me 12 sows when I was 12 years old and after graduating, I
farrowed up to 80 sows and continued this until 1998.

My son, Todd, after graduating from Iowa State University, started farming in 1996.
With limited row crop acreage available to him, he found a niche in the production and
selling of hay. He currently has 300 acres. He has also needed to do non-farm
businesses to meet his cash flow. These included, landscaping and snow removal.

In 2002, my son and I started finishing 3200 head of feeder pigs a year and continued that
for 5 years. It was not profitable and we stopped producing pigs in 2007. With the high
cost of grain and protein, it was no longer feasible. Also, as a small producer, we were
unable to get contracts because of size and were no longer be able to market the hogs. It
would often take 3 to 4 weeks to get a delivery date.

We have always participated in the farm programs. However, we decided not too enroll
in the ACRE PROGRAM. Reason being, with the lack of price protection and smaller
DCP payments, we didn’t believe there were any benefits for our operations. Instead of
decreasing prices in the ACRE PROGRAM, the support prices should be raised to offset
the high production costs.

We have always believed in soil conservation and have installed at least 12,000 feet of
designed grass waterways. Some of these waterways are close to 30 years old and have
served their purpose in conserving the soil. When the Conservation Security Program
was announced, I thought we fit the program well, however, it was never funded to the
extent of where the money would have been placed where needed. Programs like this are
needed to help conserve the soil to ensure that life long productivity continues.

Payment limits are important and the money saved should be put into conservation
programs to help enhance and protect our soils.

We belong to a number of organizations including corn and soybean associations, but I
am not here to represent these organizations.



I am honored to participate in this testimony. I do believe that all of this is important to
enhance the 2012 farm bill. And would like to see future meeting like this be held during
January and February so that our short window of opportunities to plant will not effected.

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify before you today. I would welcome any
questions or discussions about what I have spoke about today.
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