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HEARING TO REVIEW SPECIALTY CROP AND
ORGANIC AGRICULTURE PROGRAMS IN
ADVANCE OF THE 2012 FARM BILL

WEDNESDAY, JULY 21, 2010

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HORTICULTURE AND ORGANIC
AGRICULTURE,
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE,
Washington, D.C.

The Subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:10 a.m., in Room
1300 of the Longworth House Office Building, Hon. Dennis A.
Cardoza [Chairman of the Subcommittee] presiding.

Members present: Representatives Cardoza, Costa, Schrader,
Murphy, Owens, Peterson (ex officio), Schmidt, Lummis, and Roo-
ney.

Staff present: Liz Friedlander, Alejandra Gonzalez-Arias, Keith
Jones, John Konya, Patricia Barr, John Goldberg, Pam Miller,
Mary Nowak, Jamie Mitchell, and Sangina Wright.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA, A
REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM CALIFORNIA

The CHAIRMAN. Good morning. This hearing of the Subcommittee
on Horticulture and Organic Agriculture to review the specialty
crop and organic agriculture programs in advance of the 2012 Farm
Bill will come to order. We will start with opening statements and
I will start with my own opening statement. Then we will go to my
Ranking Member’s statement and we will recognize others.

I want to thank everyone for being here today, taking time out
of your busy schedules to attend this seventeenth in a series of the
Committee on Agriculture hearings in advance of the 2012 Farm
Bill. This morning we will focus our attention specifically on spe-
cialty crop and organic agriculture programs. My objective today is
straightforward. We are here to assess what is working, what is
not working and how we can improve upon the historic 2008 Farm
Bill effort on behalf of specialty crops and organic agriculture.

Today’s hearing is a departure from the Subcommittee’s tradi-
tional hearing format. We have foregone the Administration wit-
nesses so as to maximize our time with producers. We can always
have the Administration before us, based on what we hear from
what the producers say today. As with our field hearings, we want
to listen and pay close attention to those individuals who get up
every morning to supply this country with the world’s safest, most
abundant food supply.
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As I read today’s testimony, I am yet again reminded of the ex-
traordinary diversity of the products and practices represented by
these sectors. At our hearing earlier this summer, particularly the
one that was held in Fresno, California, we heard from specialty
crop and organic producers with a breathtaking diversity of size,
generating an amazing array of different food products. We heard
from producers with tens of acres, with hundreds of acres, and with
thousands of acres producing almonds, apricots, bell peppers, egg-
plants, grapes, lemons, nectarines, melons, nursery plants, peaches,
plums, oranges, spmach sweet corn and tomatoes, and each pro-
ducer using sound production practices. The witnesses in the panel
before us today are no different, and you have tremendous geo-
graphic and product variety.

I love to publicize the bounty of California, especially my own
home, San Joaquin Valley. In 2008, California led the nation in the
farm cash receipts with $36.2 billion in sales and accounted for 14
percent of national receipts for crops. However, it is clear from to-
day’s witness panel that Florida, Iowa, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Mary-
land, Minnesota, New York and other states have specialty crop
centers in their own right. In working with specialty crop and or-
ganic producers over the past number of years, we have learned
some other things as well. I have learned that these producers and
these sectors are classic entrepreneurs. Specialty crop producers
have never sought direct subsidies, even though their sector rep-
resents over half, more than 50 percent of the total crop farm gate
value in the country.

Specialty crop producers are also pragmatic problem-solvers.
When confronted with food safety issues, they formed their own
private sector efforts, not content to merely wait for the Federal
Government to act.

Specialty crop producers are on the forefront of water conserva-
tion efforts, coexisting with urban neighbors and protecting the en-
vironment. Organic producers have a unique managerial ability to
couple the best of the new, such as product tracing and direct mar-
keting with wisdom of the old such as composting.

In the 2008 Farm Bill, Congress dedicated almost $3 billion in
funding over 5 years to areas with critical importance to these sec-
tors. We addressed their long-term competitiveness by enhancing
efforts on research, pest and disease management, trade conserva-
tion expansion of market opportunities. We addressed nutritional
concerns by expanding access to fruits and vegetables in schools
and on grocery shelves, so that the nutritional benefits of these
foods become more available and abundant to everyone.

Since the passage of the 2008 Farm Bill, with the historic rec-
ognition of specialty crops and organic agriculture, we have been
encouraged by the public’s response. A new national dialogue on
healthy, nutritious food has emerged and shows no signs of less-
ening. Improving the health of our country has become a central
focus of the academic debate and of local media attention.

I anticipate that the 2012 Farm Bill will be written during tough
fiscal times. The continued intense public dialogue on nutrition and
health, and the question of how best to wisely allocate America’s
hard-earned tax dollars will never be far from that debate. We
must begin to address health and nutrition in ways like never be-
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fore, increasing the accessibility of fruits and vegetables for public
consumption in a way to begin to solve some seemingly intractable
health problems such as obesity, stroke and heart disease. Based
on what we have heard thus far, and will hear from our witnesses
today, I am convinced that we are on the right policy track.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Cardoza follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA, A REPRESENTATIVE IN
CONGRESS FROM CALIFORNIA

Thank you for taking time out of your busy schedules to attend this 17th in a
series of Committee on Agriculture hearings in advance of the 2012 Farm Bill.

This morning we will focus our attention specifically on specialty crop and organic
agriculture programs.

My objective today is straight forward. We are here to assess what is working,
what is not, and how we can improve upon the historic 2008 Farm Bill effort on
behalf of specialty crops and organic agriculture. Today’s hearing is a departure
from the Subcommittee’s traditional hearing format. We have forgone Administra-
tion witnesses so as to maximize our time with producers.

We can always have the Administration before us based on what we hear from
producers today.

As with our field hearing, we want to listen and pay close attention to those indi-
viduals who get up every morning to supply this country with the world’s safest and
most abundant supply of food.

As I read today’s testimony, I am yet again reminded of the extraordinary diver-
sity of products and practices represented by these sectors.

In our hearings earlier this summer, particularly in Fresno, Calif., we heard from
specialty crop and organic producers with a breathtaking diversity of size generating
an amazing array of food.

We heard from producers with tens of acres, with hundreds of acres and with
thousands of acres producing almonds, apricots, bell peppers, eggplants, grapes,
lemons, nectarines, melons, nursery plants, peaches, plums, oranges, spinach, sweet
corn and tomatoes, and each producer using sound production practices.

The witness panel before us today is no different with its geographic and product
variety.

I love to publicize the bounty of California, especially the San Joaquin Valley. In
2008, California led the nation in farm cash receipts with $36.2 billion in sales and
accounted for 14% of national receipts for crops.

However, it is clear from today’s witness panel that Florida, Iowa, Ohio, Pennsyl-
vania, Maryland, Minnesota, and New York are specialty crop centers in their own
right.

In working with specialty crop and organic producers over a number of years, I've
learned some other things as well.

I've learned that the producers in these sectors are classic entrepreneurs. Spe-
cialty crop producers have never sought direct subsidies even though the sector rep-
resents 2—50 percent—of the total crop farm gate value in this country.

Specialty crop producers are also pragmatic problems solvers. When confronted
with food safety issues, they formed their own private sector efforts, not content to
merely wait for the Federal government to act.

Specialty crop producers are on the forefront of water conservation efforts, co-ex-
isting with urban neighbors and protecting the environment.

Organic producers have a unique managerial ability to couple the best of the new,
such as product tracing and direct marketing, with the wisdom of old, such as
composting.

In the 2008 Farm Bill, Congress dedicated almost $3 billion in funding over 5
years to areas of critical importance to these sectors.

We addressed their long-term competitiveness by enhancing efforts on research,
pest and disease management, trade, conservation and expansion of market oppor-
tunities.

We addressed nutritional concerns by expanding access to fruits and vegetables
in schools and on grocery shelves so that the nutritional benefits of these foods be-
come more available to everyone.

Since the passage of the 2008 Farm Bill with its historic recognition of specialty
crops and organic agriculture, we have been encouraged by the public’s response.

A new national dialogue on healthy, nutritious food has emerged and shows no
signs of lessening.
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Improving the health of our country has become a central focus of academic de-
bate and media attention.

I anticipate that the 2012 Farm Bill will be written during tough fiscal times. And
the continued intense public dialogue on nutrition and health, the question of how
best to wisely allocate Americans’ hard-earned tax dollars will never be far from us.

We must begin to address health and nutrition in ways like never before. Increas-
ing the accessibility of fruits and vegetables for public consumption is a way to
begin to solve some seemingly intractable health problems, such as obesity, stroke
and heart disease.

Based on what we’ve heard thus far and will hear from our witnesses today, I
am convinced that we are on the right policy track.

With that, I now yield time to Ranking Member Schmidt for her opening state-
ment.

The CHAIRMAN. With that, I now yield time to our Ranking Mem-
ber, Mrs. Schmidt, for her opening statement.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. JEAN SCHMIDT, A
REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM OHIO

Mrs. ScHMIDT. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for holding this hear-
ing to review the specialty crop and organic agriculture programs
to help us prepare for the next farm bill. I want to thank our wit-
nesses for joining us and look forward to hearing from all of you.
I especially want to thank Mr. Jones, Bob Jones, from the great
Buckeye State and what you may not know, Mr. Chairman, is that
while Bob grows a variety of herbs and produce and edible flowers,
he also supplies the White House with his quality Ohio produce. I
am glad he was able to be here today to talk to us.

As we approach—by the way, Bob, I hope you can at some point
get invited to actually eat in the White House, but as we approach
this next farm bill, it is imperative that we hear directly from you,
the growers, to fully understand from your firsthand experience
what is working and what is not. Some of the decisions on program
authorizations and funding levels will be difficult, but I am con-
fident with your input we can put together a farm bill that meets
the goals of food safety and security, world prosperity, environ-
mental health and nutritional well-being. As we all know, legisla-
tion affecting American agriculture is not only about programs that
assist producers and consumers, it is also about our tax policies,
international trade and regulatory programs.

As we prepare for the next farm bill, it is critically important to
consider the regulatory pressures our farmers are facing from this
current Administration. For starters, it seems that every day the
new Administration, the Obama EPA, is proposing a new regula-
tion, facilitating new litigation, or pursuing the extreme agenda of
environmental groups with a blatant disregard for the impact that
it will have on our farmers. While I won’t even attempt to itemize
all the assaults on our farmers, there are a couple I want to men-
tion.

One recently begun is the reevaluation of a popular herbicide,
atrazine. Now, by the EPA’s own estimate, atrazine provides corn
growers with billions of dollars of economic benefits each year. Less
than 4 years ago the Agency completed a 12 year review of this
product and found it to be safe for human health and environment.
Yet, one of the first actions of this new EPA decided to initiate a
new costly, burdensome and scientifically misguided reevaluation
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based entirely on claims of extremists in the environmental com-
munity that were published in The New York Times.

Another recent attack by the EPA on our growers, a decision that
deserves mention, is the proposed mandate for a zero drift stand-
ard for pesticide application. Interestingly enough, even the EPA in
its own publication admits the zero drift standard for pesticide ap-
plications is impossible to meet, so why would this new Adminis-
tration pursue these policies? Is our President so beholden to ex-
tremists in the environmental community that he is willing to
strangle rural America with economic-killing regulations?

The attacks by Federal regulators on farmers are not the only
concern we need to address. Biotechnology is another area where
our farmers are facing mounting threats. Here we have a regu-
latory agency in the USDA, the Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service that has previously conducted its evaluations in a fair
and transparent manner, and has based its decisions on the best
available science. Thus, by an agency that bases decisions on facts
rather than propaganda, extremists in the environmental commu-
nity have initiated numerous legal challenges. With the help of ac-
tivist judges, these extremists have had success in slowing, stop-
ping or in some cases reversing decisions by the USDA. A recent
Supreme Court decision may offer some hope, but only time will
tell. While these issues will be likely addressed by another of our
Subcommittees in the coming weeks and months, I feel it is impor-
tant that we hear from our panelists today on how these issues af-
fect you.

With regard to foreign trade, I stand solidly with the agriculture
community in supporting the free trade agreements in South
Korea, Columbia and Panama. It is long overdue and thankfully
the President has finally announced his intention to set a Novem-
ber deadline for removing outstanding obstacles to implement the
U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agreement. We await further action by the
White House in support of this pronouncement. I hope the Presi-
dent will also aggressively pursue the agreements with Columbia
and Panama. Our producers are losing vital markets and billions
of dollars in export sales while the Administration sits on the side-
lines and waits. I urge this Administration to move quickly on im-
plementation of all three free trade agreements.

There are other threats to our farmers including cap-and-trade,
the resurrection of the death tax at the end of the year which will
wreak havoc on family farms, the increased regulation of agri-
culture chemicals and the expansion of the Clean Water Act, which
would subject every wet area in the U.S. from irrigation canals to
small ponds and even temporary puddles in the middle of pastures,
to new and sweeping regulations and permitting processes. Given
these regulatory burdens, programs in the farm bill will be even
more important to help our producers comply with potential Fed-
eral mandates, remain competitive in the global marketplace, and
continue to supply the world with the safest and most plentiful
food supply.

Again, I want to thank all of you and I look forward to hearing
from you.

[The prepared statement of Mrs. Schmidt follows:]
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. JEAN SCHMIDT, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS
FROM OHIO

I want to thank you, Mr. Chairman, for holding this hearing to review specialty
crop and organic agriculture programs to help us prepare for the next farm bill. I
thank our witnesses for joining us and look forward to hearing your insightful testi-
mony.

I want to especially welcome Bob Jones from Huron, Ohio, who grows a variety
of herbs, produce, and edible flowers. Bob supplies the White House with his quality
Ohio produce, and I am glad he was able to take time out of his busy schedule to
be with us today.

As we approach the next farm bill, it is imperative that we hear directly from you,
the growers, to fully understand from your first-hand experience what is working
and what isn’t. Some of the decisions on program authorizations and funding levels
will be difficult, but I am confident that with your input, we can put together a farm
bill that meets the goals of food safety and security, rural prosperity, environmental
health, and nutritional well-being.

As we all know, legislation affecting American agriculture is not only about pro-
grams that assist producers and consumers. It is also about our tax policies, inter-
national trade, and regulatory programs. As we prepare for the next farm bill, it
is critically important to consider the regulatory pressures our farmers are facing
from the Obama Administration.

For starters, it seems that every day the Obama EPA is proposing a new regula-
tion, facilitating new litigation, or pursuing the extreme agenda of environmental
groups with a blatant disregard for the impact it will have on our farmers. While
I won’t even attempt to itemize all of the assaults our farmers are confronting, there
are a couple that I will mention to illustrate the point.

One is the recently begun re-re-evaluation of the popular herbicide atrazine. By
EPA’s own estimate, atrazine provides corn growers with billions of dollars of eco-
nomic benefits each year.

Less than 4 years ago, the agency completed a 12 year review of this product and
found it to be safe for human health and the environment. Yet, in one of its first
actions, the Obama EPA decided to initiate a new costly, burdensome, and scientif-
ically misguided re-re-evaluation based entirely on the claims of the extremists in
the environmental community as published in The New York Times.

Another recent attack by the EPA on our growers that deserves mention is the
proposed mandate for a zero-drift standard for pesticide applications. Interestingly,
even the EPA, in its own publications admits that a zero-drift standard for pesticide
applications is impossible to meet.

So why would the Obama Administration pursue these policies? Is our President
so beholden to the extremists in the environmental community that he is willing to
strangle rural America with economy killing regulations?

The attacks by Federal regulators on farmers are not the only concern we will
need to address. Agricultural biotechnology is another area where our farmers are
facing mounting threats.

Here we have a regulatory agency in USDA, the Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service, that has previously conducted its evaluations in a fair and transparent
manner, and based its decisions on the best available science. Frustrated by an
agency that bases its decisions on facts rather than propaganda, extremists in the
environmental community have initiated numerous legal challenges.

With the help of activist judges, these extremists have had success in slowing,
stopping, or in some cases reversing decisions by the USDA. A recent Supreme
Court decision may offer some hope—only time will tell. While these issues will like-
ly be addressed by another of our Subcommittees in the coming weeks and months,
I feel it important that we hear from our panelists today how these issues affect
their operations.

With regard to foreign trade, I stand solidly with the agriculture community in
supporting the free trade agreements with South Korea, Columbia and Panama. It
is long overdue.

Apparently, the President has finally announced his intention to set a November
deadline for removing outstanding obstacles to the implementation of the U.S.-
Korea FTA. We await further action by the White House in support of this pro-
nouncement.

I hope the President will also aggressively pursue the agreements with Columbia
and Panama. Our producers are losing vital markets and billions of dollars in export
sales while the Obama Administration sits on the sidelines. I urge the Administra-
tion to move quickly on implementation of all three FTAs.
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There are other threats to our farmers including cap-and-tax, the resurrection of
the death tax at the end of this year which will wreak havoc on family farms, the
increased regulation of agriculture chemicals, and the expansion of the Clean Water
Act, which would subject every wet area in the U.S. from irrigation canals to small
ponds, and even temporary puddles in the middle of pastures to new and sweeping
regulations and permitting.

Given these regulatory burdens, programs in the farm bill will be even more im-
portant to helping our producers comply with potential Federal mandates, remain
competitive in the global marketplace, and continue to supply the world with the
safest and most plentiful food supply.

Again, I want to thank the witnesses for joining us, and I look forward to your
testimony and today’s discussion.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Mrs. Schmidt.

The chair is honored today to have with us, and all in attend-
ance, are honored to have the Chairman of the full Committee on
the dais today with us. Mr. Peterson, would you like to make an
opening statement?

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. COLLIN C. PETERSON, A
REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM MINNESOTA

Mr. PETERSON. Briefly, Mr. Chairman, and thank you for calling
today’s hearing and I want to apologize, I have to go down to the
White House for the bill signing here in a minute. I wanted to be
here to recognize the outstanding work that you led last time in
getting $3 billion in the farm bill for the first time horticulture and
organic agriculture title, and $3 billion that we were able to secure.
You know, we want to make sure that in this farm bill we build
on that effort we made in the last farm bill, and like all of the ti-
tles, we are going to look into what we are doing, make sure that
what we are doing is the right thing and we are being as efficient
and effective as we can. So we appreciate your leadership and look
forward to working with you, and this Subcommittee, as we put the
next farm bill together to make sure that we build on what we
have accomplished and not go backwards.

And I want to welcome one of my producers from Minnesota, Mr.
Platz, who has come out here. He has a diversified operation,
which you see more of that going on, in Minnesota, and we had this
farm-flex deal in the last farm bill. We are going to have to deal
with that again next time, but we were able to at least make sure
that that industry had sufficient acreage and was able to expand.
So I welcome all of the members of the panel and I am sorry I can’t
be with you, but I have other fish to fry here this morning, so
thank you.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Peterson follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF HON. COLLIN C. PETERSON, A REPRESENTATIVE IN
CONGRESS FROM MINNESOTA

Thank you, Chairman Cardoza, for calling today’s hearing of the Subcommittee
on Horticulture and Organic Agriculture. The purpose of this hearing is to review
specialty crop and organic agriculture programs in advance of the 2012 Farm Bill.
It is important that we take a look at what is working and what we can improve
for the next farm bill in these areas.

The Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008 was the first farm bill to contain
a separate title dedicated to horticulture and organic agriculture. Overall, we added
almost $3 billion in funding for organic agriculture, fruit and vegetable programs
and local food networks. This includes money for programs related to specialty crop
block grants, planting flexibility, pest and disease management, organic certification
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cost-share and conservation, specialty crop research and nutrition, all of which will
be discussed at today’s hearing.

Specialty crops and organic agriculture are important sectors of the farm econ-
omy. Because every state has the capacity for some kind of specialty crop produc-
tion, and with the growing value-added opportunities available to producers, these
sectors show a great deal of promise in promoting economic prosperity in rural com-
munities. According to the U.S Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Economic Re-
search Service, specialty crops account for approximately 50 percent of all U.S. cash
receipts of farm crops.

As the Committee begins to consider the 2012 Farm Bill, we are looking at all
of the programs under the Committee’s jurisdiction to ensure that we are spending
available money as effectively as possible. Because we are in the midst of a difficult
fiscal environment, it is important that we carefully evaluate all farm bill programs
before we move forward. Specialty crop production is an important part of the U.S.
galﬁn economy, and we need to be sure that the programs in place optimize taxpayer

ollars.

I want to thank our witnesses for testifying today and sharing their views and
expertise. As producers from operations of various sizes that grow a diversity of
products, they can provide the Committee with a comprehensive snapshot of what’s
going on at the ground level. They operate within these specialty crop and organic
agriculture programs on a regular basis, so their perspective is an important part
of our farm bill hearing process. This hearing and the others we are holding to con-
sider farm programs will help us provide the most effective and efficient programs
to farmers and ranchers and will lead to the best possible agriculture policy in the
2012 Farm Bill.

Thank you again, Chairman Cardoza, for holding today’s hearing, and I look for-
ward to hearing from today’s witnesses.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Chairman, I think that everyone appreciates
the work that you have done on the Financial Regulatory Reform
Bill. Most folks don’t realize that the Agriculture Committee had
a substantial role in that bill. I will never forget the day that you
came to the leadership meeting and informed us very early on in
the process about the exposure that this country had with trillions
of dollars of derivatives. More funds were housed in the derivatives
market then the total amount of cash in the country. We didn’t
know how much exposure we had as a nation, and the work that
you did will keep us from having the same kind of financial calam-
ity I believe in the future. If anyone deserves watch the bill signing
ceremony, you do. I very much appreciate your efforts.

I would also like to say there is no possible way that we could
have ever put together the specialty crop title of the farm bill, or
the whole farm bill, without you. It was the first bill to go through
regular order under PAYGO and first to override two Presidential
vetoes. Without your shrewd steering of the process, and managing
this Committee in a bipartisan basis, none of this would have hap-
pened. I appreciate serving on this Committee with you and thank
you for your efforts. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The chair is happy to recognize other Members to make brief
opening remarks at this time if any Member would like to do so.
Seeing none, I would like to welcome our witnesses to the witness
table. I will try to not butcher your names, but if preceding history
is any indication, I will butcher them anyway. I will do my best.

First of all we have with us, Mr. James Angelucci, General Man-
ager of Phillips Mushroom Farms on behalf of the American Mush-
room Institute from Pennsylvania. Welcome, sir. We have Mr. Rob-
ert N. Jones, Director of Production of The Chef's Garden from
Ohio. We have Mr. Bernie Kohl, Jr., President of Angelica Nurs-
eries, Incorporated, on behalf of the American Nursery & Land-
scape Association from Maryland. Welcome. We have Mr. Mark
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Nicholson, Executive Vice President, Red Jacket Orchards, Geneva,
New York. We have Mr. Paul Platz, corn, soybean, green pea and
sweet corn producer from Lafayette, Minnesota. We have Mr. Dan-
iel R. Richey, President and CEO of Riverfront Packing Company,
President, Riverfront Groves, Incorporated, and President of Gulf-
stream Harvesting Company from Vero Beach, Florida. Welcome,
sir. And we have Margaret A. Smith, Ph.D., Value Added/Sustain-
able Agriculture Extension Educator from Iowa State University,
and Co-Manager of Ash Grove Farm in Hampton, Iowa.

Wow, I think my staff knows how much trouble I have pro-
nouncing these names and they have done a good job of picking you
so I didn’t mess up. Mr. Angelucci, would you please begin when
you are ready. You have 5 minutes. Feel free to summarize your
testimony. The entire written testimony will be put in the record.
Summarizing will leave us more time for questions. You may begin.

STATEMENT OF JAMES A. ANGELUCCI, GENERAL MANAGER,
PHILLIPS MUSHROOM FARMS, KENNETT SQUARE, PA; ON
BEHALF OF AMERICAN MUSHROOM INSTITUTE

Mr. ANGELUCCI. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify today.

I am Jim Angelucci, General Manager of Phillips Mushroom
Farms, a third-generation, family-owned operation with growing fa-
cilities in Kennett Square, Pennsylvania and in Warwick, Mary-
land. In addition to growing traditional white Portobello and
Crimini mushrooms, we also are the largest producer of specialty
mushrooms in the United States growing Shiitake, Oyster and four
other varieties. Some of our Pennsylvania production is certified or-
ganic under the USDA Program. We also buy from other area
farms, packed under other farms’ labels and also have a processed-
food division.

I am pleased today to give you some real world examples of how
the public policy decisions that you make result in programs that
are tangible and have positive impacts on the mushroom industry
and for consumers. The mushroom farm community is particularly
proud of our Food Safety Program. First, mushrooms have never
been associated with a foodborne illness outbreak. Since mush-
rooms are grown indoors, certain risks are minimized but we have
our own set of unique challenges. Following the 2006 E. coli out-
break in spinach, the mushroom industry realized we had to step
up our on-farm Food Safety Program in order to assure customers
of the safety of our product and to satisfy the increasing demand
for audits. As a matter of fact, the Las Vegas line had mushrooms
6:1 to be the next commodity to have a problem.

In response, we came together and developed an industry-wide
food safety standard specific to growing, harvesting and shipping of
fresh mushrooms. It is known as MGAP, the Mushroom Good Agri-
cultural Program. MGAP is consistent with the FDA Guide to Min-
imize Microbial Food Safety Hazards for Fresh Fruits and Vegeta-
bles. 1t focused on risk involved in production based on science. It
is attainable, auditable and verifiable. Just developing a program
doesn’t necessarily mean growers will follow it, so our next even
more challenging task was how to get growers to implement it.
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At this point, you may be asking what these voluntary food safe-
ty efforts have to do with the 2008 Farm Bill and today’s hearing.
Funding from the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture through
the Farm Bill Specialty Crop Block Grant Program has supported
development and implementation of the MGAP Program. Block
grant funds were spent to develop Food Safety Worker Training
Programs, a website where growers could access all of the MGAP
materials including standards, guidelines, training tools and forms
needed for audit documentation. These tools are important so the
grower can spend his or her time on implementation, not designing
checklists and schedules.

But first, to gauge feasibility of the program, we ran a pilot pro-
gram on a small farm testing all the materials we developed. We
made modifications based on their experience. Finally, we held four
training sessions with an overwhelming turnout. By using web-
based tools and train the trainer workshops, we have disseminated
food safety messages to literally thousands of our workers. By com-
bining funds from the American Mushroom Institute and the
Mushroom Council, we were able to expand our reach to all con-
sumer mushroom farms in the United States. We have received
technical assistance from Penn State University, private consult-
ants and most importantly, from our industry leaders who volun-
teer their time and talents. In addition, the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Agriculture has used a portion of the block grant funding
to provide a cost-share program for good agricultural practices con-
ducted by USDA, not only for mushroom growers but for all Penn-
sylvania fruit and vegetable growers.

With increasing frequency, produce buyers be they large packers/
shippers, food service vendors or retail outlets are requiring GAP
audits at the expense of the grower. For any farm but particularly
a small operation, establishing a documented food safety program
can be expensive and time consuming. Having all or part of the
cost of the audit reimbursed through a Specialty Crop Block Grant
Program has motivated farms to implement the MGAP Program.

I understand that during consideration of the farm bill questions
arose as to why funds should go through the state departments of
agriculture. Sixty-five percent of all U.S. mushrooms are grown in
Pennsylvania, therefore the Pennsylvania Department of Agri-
culture understands the needs and concerns of our industry and
recognizes the importance to the state’s economy. It just makes
sense that the state departments of agriculture would have better
perspective on the local needs of the farmers they serve. As for ac-
countability, the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture and
USDA have required extensive progress and final reports in out-
lining not only what has been accomplished but quantitative infor-
mation on the impact of the projects.

So how do we measure success? Since the auditable MGAP Pro-
gram has been in place, about 18 months, half of the mushroom
farms in the U.S. and over 60 percent in Pennsylvania have suc-
cessfully passed the MGAP audit. Even more importantly, these
farms represent over 85 percent of U.S. production. In Pennsyl-
vania, we have primarily small growers who struggle daily with the
rising cost of production. They would not have been able to do this
on their own. The work achieved through the Specialty Crop Block
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Grant Funds resulted in even safer food product and documented
program to enhance consumer confidence. As we face new food
safety legislation and regulation from FDA, the mushroom industry
feels that we are clearly prepared and especially the Specialty Crop
Block Grants have played a large role in our success.

Thank you.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Angelucci follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF JAMES A. ANGELUCCI, GENERAL MANAGER, PHILLIPS
MUSHROOM FARMS, KENNETT SQUARE, PA; ON BEHALF OF AMERICAN MUSHROOM
INSTITUTE

Mr. Chairman, thank you for the opportunity to testify today. I am Jim Angelucci,
the General Manager of Phillips Mushroom Farms, a third generation, family-owned
company with mushroom growing facilities in Kennett Square, PA and Warwick,
MD

I'm pleased today to give you some real world examples of how the public policy
decisions you make result in programs with tangible and positive impacts for the
mushroom industry and for consumers.

The mushroom farm community is particularly proud of our food safety record.
Fresh mushrooms have never been associated with a foodborne illness outbreak.
Since mushrooms are grown indoors, certain risks are minimized, but we have our
own set of unique challenges.

Following the 2006 E. coli outbreaks in spinach, the mushroom industry realized
we had to step up our on-farm food safety programs in order to assure our cus-
tomers of the safety of our product and to satisfy the increasing demand for audits.
In response, we came together and developed an industry-wide food safety standard
specific to the growing, harvesting and shipping of fresh mushrooms. It is known
as MGAP—the Mushroom Good Agricultural Practices program.

MGAP is consistent with the FDA Guide to Minimize Microbial Food Safety Haz-
ards for Fresh Fruits and Vegetables. 1t is focused on the risks involved in produc-
tion and based on science; it is attainable, auditable and verifiable. But just devel-
oping a program doesn’t necessarily mean growers will follow it; so our next and
even more challenging task was how to get growers to implement it.

At this point you may be asking what these voluntary food safety efforts have to
do with the 2008 Farm Bill and today’s hearing.

Funding from the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture through the Farm
Bill’s Specialty Crop Block Grant program has supported the development and im-
plementation of the MGAP program. Block grants funds were spent to develop food
safety worker training programs, a website where growers can access all the MGAP
materials, including the standards, guidelines, training tools, and forms needed for
audit documentation. These tools are important so a grower can spend his or her
time on implementation not on designing checklists and schedules.

But first, to gauge the feasibility of the program, we ran a pilot program at a
small farm testing all the materials we developed. We made modifications based on
their experiences. Finally, we held four training sessions with an overwhelming
turnout. By using web-based tools and train-the-trainer workshops, we have dis-
seminated food safety messages to literally thousands of our workers. And by com-
bining funds from the American Mushroom Institute and the Mushroom Council, we
were able to expand our reach to all commercial mushroom farms in the United
States. We received technical assistance from Penn State University, private con-
sultants, and most importantly, from our industry leaders who volunteered their
time and talents.

In addition, the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture has used a portion of
block grant funding to provide a cost share program for Good Agricultural Practice
audits conducted by USDA—not only for mushroom growers but for all Pennsyl-
vania fruit and vegetable growers

With increased frequency, produce buyers—be they large packer/shippers,
foodservice vendors or retail outlets—are requiring GAP audits, all at the expense
of the grower. For any farm, but particularly a small operation, establishing a docu-
mented food safety program can be expensive and time consuming. Having all or
a part of the cost of an audit reimbursed through the Specialty Crop Block Grant
program has motivated farms to implement the MGAP program.

I understand that during consideration of the farm bill, questions arose as to why
the funds should go through state departments of agriculture. Sixty-five percent of
all U.S. mushrooms are grown in Pennsylvania. Therefore, the Pennsylvania De-
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partment of Agriculture understands the needs and concerns of our industry and
recognizes our importance to the state’s economy. It just makes sense that a state
department of agriculture would have a better perspective on the local needs of the
farmers they serve.

As for accountability, the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture and USDA
have required extensive progress and final reports outlining not only what has been
accomplished but quantitative information on the impact of the projects.

So how do you measure success? Since the auditable MGAP program has been in
place—about 18 months, half of the mushroom farms in the U.S. (and over 60 per-
cent in Pennsylvania) have successfully passed a MGAP audit. Even more impor-
tantly, these farms represent over 85 percent of U.S. production.

In Pennsylvania, we have primarily small growers who struggle daily with the ris-
ing costs of production. They would not have been able to do this on their own. The
work achieved through the Specialty Crop Block Grant funds resulted in an even
safer food product and a documented program to enhance consumer confidence. As
we face new food safety legislation and regulations from FDA, the mushroom indus-
try feels that we are clearly prepared, and the Specialty Crop Block grants have
played a large role in our success.

Thank you.

The CHAIRMAN. Thanks you, sir.

I will get back to my list. Next we have Mr. Robert Jones, Direc-
tor of Production of The Chef's Garden in Huron, Ohio. Mr. Jones,
you have 5 minutes to testify. Thank you very much.

STATEMENT OF ROBERT N. JONES, Jr., DIRECTOR OF
PRODUCTION, THE CHEF’S GARDEN, HURON, OH

Mr. JONES. Good morning. Thank you for the opportunity this
morning and thank you for your public service.

My name is Bob Jones. I am a vegetable grower from The Chef’s
Garden in Huron, Ohio. The Chef's Garden is a multi-generational
family farm specializing in sustainably-grown gourmet vegetables
for four and five star restaurants in all 50 states and 12 additional
countries. I am proud to say that my children are the fourth gen-
eration to have worked on our family farm, and we hope to con-
tinue the agricultural legacy of the Jones Family long into the fu-
ture.

We have been fortunate and truly blessed to have developed rela-
tionships with chefs patient enough to teach a family of dirt farm-
ers the food business. The Chef's Garden grew out of necessity.
After many years as wholesale vegetable growers, suffering finan-
cial hardship, losing the family farm in 1983, we began rebuilding
by custom growing for chefs we first met at Cleveland-area farmers
markets.

My personal experience with the farm bill comes by the way of
the Specialty Crop Block Grant Program funded by USDA and in
Ohio, administered by the Ohio Department of Agriculture. I have
served on the Grant Review Committee in Ohio for the past 2
years. First of all, let me say how critically important this source
of funding is to the specialty crop industry. It is at this time in
Ohio the sole source of funding available to this entire industry.

In Ohio, we have what I consider a rather unusual problem that
has created a tremendous opportunity. The amount of fresh
produce consumed in our state is several times that of the amount
of produce being grown in the state, yet the vast majority of Ohio’s
productions of fresh fruits and vegetables are exported out of the
state. This is a losing proposition for both producers and consumers
of fresh produce. When considering sustainability issues and car-
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bon footprints, our growers must strive to balance the production
and consumption numbers in our state. We must truly listen to our
consumers’ needs, and then convince growers to meet and exceed
those needs. This, in my opinion, is where the greatest value of the
Specialty Crop Block Grant Program comes from, helping specialty
crop producers help themselves.

Sixty percent of all the nation’s farmers do not raise farm bill
program crops, and, therefore, do not receive direct subsidies.
Please let me be very clear on this point. We do not want them.
Ohio growers like myself are much more interested in becoming
better growers, marketers and promoters. The technical research
on production methods, conservation issues, nutritional programs,
Farm-to-School Program, promotional activities and food safety
programs such as our Ohio Produce Marketing Agreement and pro-
ducer-consumer connection activities are much more valuable to
the sustainability of our specialty crop industry than direct sub-
sidies.

In Ohio, we have funded several such activities and are just be-
ginning to see the potential benefit of these projects. We need to
help our growers better understand the producer-consumer imbal-
ance and find ways to eliminate it, and then begin marketing out-
side of our state as we are within 500 miles of the vast majority
of the entire populations of both U.S. and Canada.

Ohio and other Midwest specialty crop producers could and
should be supplying these consumers the majority of their fresh
produce year round. Helping specialty crop producers understand
and take advantage of the opportunities that exist for them is crit-
ical. We can only accomplish these lofty goals with continued sup-
port of the Specialty Crop Block Grant Program. The current pro-
gram however could be even more workable if the funding formula
were more balanced per its distribution by state.

I understand that under the farm bill each state receives a min-
imum grant, and then the balances of available dollars are distrib-
uted according to specialty crop cash receipts data by state. Cur-
rently, it appears that Ohio, for example, received only about one
percent of these additionally distributed dollars, compared to Cali-
fornia which is receiving nearly 40 percent. I understand this fund-
ing discrepancy and the need to flow more dollars to the states
with more production. That said, in states like Ohio we do not have
existing support systems or technical assistance similar to what
others enjoy.

The block grant program is one of the few tools we have to sup-
port our growers and better realize our specialty crop opportunities.
To meet this need, I believe some shifts in the existing formula
may be warranted.

I also believe the program’s success would benefit from having
each state’s specialty crop producers involved in determining the
best use of each state’s allotment funds once the funds are in the
state departments of agriculture. It would also help if the funding
cycle were moved to an earlier time of the year. Under the current
funding system, some states do not find out the amount of funding
they will receive until February. USDA contracts for these projects
are not finalized until August or September which makes it dif-
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ficult to conduct in-season research projects within the funding
year.

It is also difficult for specialty crop producers to be involved dur-
ing the growing season. Moving the entire funding cycle back a
month or 2 could help to keep the very people this program is in-
tended to help involved in the state level decision-making process,
and will, in my opinion, dramatically increase the effectiveness of
the program.

In closing, the Specialty Crop Block Grant Program is critically
important and helpful. It is truly the only way to keep our industry
sustainable into the future. Thank you for the opportunity to par-
ticipate in this process and I would welcome any questions.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Jones follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF ROBERT N. JONES, JR., DIRECTOR OF PRODUCTION, THE
CHEF’S GARDEN, HURON, OH

Good morning.

My name is Bob Jones. I am a vegetable grower from The Chef's Garden in
Huron, Ohio. Thank you all for your public service and for the opportunity to speak
about the specialty crop and organic agriculture programs at the USDA.

The Chef’s Garden is a multi-generational family farm specializing in sustainably-
grown gourmet vegetables for four and five star restaurants in all fifty states and
twelve countries. I am proud to say my children are the fourth generation to work
on our farm, we hope to continue the Jones family farming legacy long into the fu-
ture. We have been fortunate and blessed to develop relationships with chefs patient
enough to teach a family of dirt farmers the food business.

The Chef's Garden grew out of necessity. After many years as wholesale vegetable
growers, suffering financial hardship, losing the family farm in 1983, we began re-
building by custom-growing for chefs we met at Cleveland area farmer’s markets.

My personal experience with the farm bill comes by way of the Specialty Crop
Block Grant Program, funded by the USDA, and administered in Ohio by the Ohio
Department of Agriculture. This source of funding is critical to the specialty crop
indl}llstlry. It is, at this time, the sole source of funding available to this industry as
a whole.

In Ohio, we have an unusual problem that has created a tremendous opportunity.
The amount of fresh produce consumed in our state is several times the amount
grown in our state. Yet the vast majority of Ohio’s fresh fruits and vegetables are
exported out of the state. This is a losing proposition for both the growers and con-
sumers of fresh produce. When considering sustainability and carbon footprints, we
growers must strive to balance the production and consumption numbers in our
state. We must truly listen to our consumers’ needs, and then convince growers to
meet and exceed those needs. This is where the Specialty Crop Block Grant Pro-
gram is most valuable: helping specialty crop producers help themselves!

Sixty percent of all the nation’s farmers do not grow farm bill “program crops”
and therefore do not receive direct subsides. (site: USDA, 2007 Farm Bill Proposals,
page 171) Please hear me clearly: we do not want them! Ohio growers like me are
much more interested in becoming better growers, marketers and promoters. The
technical research on production methods, conservation issues, nutritional pro-
grams, farm to school programming, promotional activities, Food Safety programs
such as our “Ohio Produce Marketing Agreement,” and producer/consumer connec-
tion activities, are much more valuable to the sustainability of our specialty crop
industry than direct subsidies. In Ohio we have funded several such projects and
are just beginning to see their potential.

In Ohio, we need to better understand the producer/consumer imbalance and find
ways to eliminate it, and then begin marketing outside of our state as we are within
500 miles of the vast majority of the populations of both the U.S. and Canada. Ohio
and other Midwest farms could and should supply the majority of these consumers’
fresh produce year-round.

Helping specialty crop producers understand and take advantage of the opportuni-
ties that exist for them is critical. We can only accomplish these lofty goals with
continued support of the Specialty Crop Block Grant Program.

However, the current program could be even more workable if the funding for-
mula was more balanced per its distribution by state. I understand that under the
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farm bill, each state receives a minimum grant and then the rest of the available
dollar(s) are distributed according to specialty crop cash receipts data by state. Cur-
rently it appears that Ohio, for example, receives only about one percent of these
additionally distributed dollars compared to California receiving nearly 40 percent.
I understand this funding discrepancy and the need to flow more dollars to the
states with more production. That said, in states like Ohio, we do not have existing
support programs and systems of technical assistance similar to what other states
enjoy. The block grant program is one of the few tools we have to support our grow-
ers and better realize our specialty crop opportunities. To meet this need, I believe
some shifts in the existing formula may be warranted. I also believe the program’s
success would benefit from having each state’s specialty crop producers involved in
determining the best use of each state’s allotted funds once the funds are in the
hands of the state departments of agriculture.

It would also help if the funding cycle was moved to an earlier time of year.
Under the current funding cycle, in some years states do not find out the amount
of funding they will receive until February. USDA contracts for these projects are
not finalized until August or September, which makes it difficult to conduct in-sea-
son research projects within the funding year. It is also difficult for specialty crop
producers to be involved during the growing season. Moving the entire cycle back
a month or 2 could help keep the very people this program is intended to help, in-
volved in state-level decision-making, and will, in my opinion, dramatically increase
the program’s effectiveness. The Specialty Crop Block Grant Program is critically
important and helpful. It is truly the only way to help our industry sustain itself
in the long run.

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this process, and for your support
of our industry. I welcome any questions you may have.
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The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Mr. Jones.
Mr. Bernie Kohl, President of Angelica Nurseries, welcome, sir,
and please proceed with your testimony.

STATEMENT OF BERNARD KOHL, Jr., PRESIDENT, ANGELICA
NURSERIES, INC., KENNEDYVILLE, MD; ON BEHALF OF
AMERICAN NURSERY & LANDSCAPE ASSOCIATION

Mr. KoHL. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Subcommittee Members
and guests.

I am Bernie Kohl, a third generation nurseryman and President
of Angelica Nurseries located on Maryland’s scenic eastern shore.
Angelica is Maryland’s largest wholesale grower, producing quality
landscape plants for customers in the eastern U.S. I am also here
today on behalf of the American Nursery & Landscape Association.

I thank you for the fact that the 2008 Farm Bill recognizes the
important role of specialty crops including nursery crops and flori-
culture. Our industry provides young trees and plants to American
farms that grow apples, oranges, peaches, grapes and strawberries.
We grow the plants that surround the U.S. Capitol and your own
homes. Our plants provide real benefits like urban cooling, carbon
capture and improved air and water quality.

While in town I intend to visit my Congressional delegation to
urge their support for H.R. 4509, the Small Business Environ-
mental Stewardship Act. I would like to thank Representative Kurt
Schrader for introducing this important tree planting bill.

Nursery and greenhouse crop sales are about $17 billion each
year at farm gate. Our industry ranks among the top five agricul-
tural commodities in 28 states, and among the top ten in all 50
states. We represent ¥3 of the value of all specialty crop production
in the U.S.

The industry has survived without market distorting subsidies or
price supports. We would like to keep it that way. Our farm bill
priorities focus on critical infrastructure and programs to enable
success. I will mention a few highlights. Details are in my written
testimony.

First, the 2008 Farm Bill helps to address a serious threat of
invasive plant pests. Section 10201 provides funding for innovative
programs to identify, detect and respond to plant pest threats from
around the world. USDA’s APHIS has set clear goals based on the
farm bill language and is working with interested parties including
ANLA. Important work under one of these goals, safeguarding
nursery production will set the stage for a modernized certification
system for nursery crops including interstate and international
commerce.

Section 10202 of the farm bill established a National Clean Plant
Network or NCPN to protect U.S. specialty crops such as grapes,
peaches and apples from catastrophic plant pests. Robert Wooley,
an internationally respected fruit and nut treestock grower recently
said of the program, “The NCPN could be considered the poster
child for the positive impact we have enjoyed from the inclusion of
specialty crops funding in the latest farm bill.” The NCPN has en-
abled nurseries to eliminate common virus from nursery stock and
at the same time to monitor for exotic, invasive disease in a unique
and innovative surveillance program. The NCPN is also providing
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a mechanism to update and harmonize state certification programs
which will facilitate interstate commerce of clean nursery trees.

Perhaps the most significant benefit is the maintenance and im-
provement of the clean plant programs at Washington State Uni-
versity, the University of California and Clemson University. These
programs provide essential disease testing therapy for domestic
and imported fruit in great varieties. Farm bill funding has been
timely and critically important to sustaining their survival.

On the topic of research, we appreciate establishment of the Spe-
cialty Crops Research Initiative, yet we remain concerned with the
required 1:1 matching funds for these grants. This requirement
puts some sectors at a disadvantage. SCRI grants are multi-year
and many traditional industry funding sources cannot commit
multi-year funding.

Finally, the USDA ARS and other Federal partners are dis-
advantaged because other Federal resources cannot count toward
the matching requirement. The Specialty Crop Block Grant Pro-
gram, which provides grants on a formula basis to the states to
fund projects important to the specialty crop industries, a number
of state associations in our industry have successfully applied for
these grants. I have included two examples in my written state-
ment.

Nursery growers appreciate the 2008 Farm Bill expanded eligi-
bility under the Tree Assistance Program however we have encoun-
tered problems with the TAP implementation which are described
in my written statement. Resolution seems close but we would ap-
preciate your help if problems exist.

While many farm bill provisions are making a positive difference,
we want to note a serious threat from the Biomass Crop Assistance
Program or BCAP. The potential diversion of forestry byproducts,
most notably tree bark, from established markets to energy genera-
tion could devastate nursery producers across the U.S. Over 70 per-
cent of nursery crops are now grown in containers, and bark is the
most important component of the growing substance that fills these
containers. BCAP subsidies threaten our $17 billion industry and
could fuel loss of market share to imports from Canada and else-
where. BCAP subsidies should encourage new biomass crops and
opportunities, but not disrupt established markets at taxpayer ex-
pense.

Let me end with an issue that is on the minds of all specialty
crop producers, farm labor. As important as the farm bill is, grow-
ers cannot survive without labor. We now face a perfect storm re-
sulting from aggressive worksite enforcement, Congressional inac-
tion and regulatory overkill. Most producers are one I-9 audit
away from disaster. A few of us are trying to use the legal program
known as H-2A and we are struggling with a third set of rules in
3 years. Labor reform will enable a bright future. Ignoring the
problem will cause American production on-farm and off-farm jobs
to leave the country. We support the AgJOBS Bill, H.R. 2414 as
a balanced bipartisan solution.

Thank you again for your leadership and the opportunity to
speak to you today. We look forward to collaborating on the next
farm bill.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Kohl follows:]
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF BERNARD KOHL, JR., PRESIDENT, ANGELICA NURSERIES,
INc., KENNEDYVILLE, MD; ON BEHALF OF AMERICAN NURSERY & LANDSCAPE ASSO-
CIATION

Thank you, Chairman Cardoza, Ranking Member Schmidt, Subcommittee Mem-
bers, and distinguished guests, for this opportunity to present testimony on imple-
mentation of the 2008 Farm Bill’s Specialty Crop title, on behalf of the U.S. nursery
and greenhouse industry. I am Bernie Kohl, President of Angelica Nurseries, located
on the beautiful and agriculturally important Eastern Shore of Maryland. Angelica
Nurseries is a third-generation wholesale growing operation producing quality land-
scape plants for customers up and down the Eastern Seaboard and into the Mid-
west. Angelica is the largest nursery in the State of Maryland, and one of the larg-
est agricultural employers in the state.

My remarks today are presented on behalf of the American Nursery & Landscape
Association (ANLA). ANLA is a leading member of the Specialty Crop Farm Bill Al-
liance, with whom we collaborated on the 2008 Farm Bill’s specialty crop provisions.
We join in thanking the Chairman and the Subcommittee for successfully crafting
a farm bill that for the first time recognizes in a serious way the role of specialty
crops, including nursery crops and floriculture. We look forward to working with you
as the 2012 Farm Bill begins to take shape.

Though struggling through the economic downturn, the nursery and greenhouse
industry is a bright spot in U.S. crop agriculture. The combined U.S. nursery, flori-
culture, and landscape industry, collectively known as the “green industry,” has an
estimated economic impact of $147.8 billion.! The industry employs 1.95 million in-
dividuals, generates $64.3 billion in labor income, and provides $6.9 billion in indi-
rect business taxes. Products and services offered by the green industry directly con-
tribute to production of apples, citrus, grapes, strawberries, and other food crops;
to sustaining our environment; and to improving the quality of life in rural, subur-
ban and urban communities. Landscape plants provide ecosystem service benefits
that range from reducing energy needs, to fostering carbon sequestration, and im-
proving water quality and storm water management.

U.S. nursery and floriculture crop production represents a major component of the
nation’s specialty crop agriculture. According to the USDA’s 2007 Census of Agri-
culture, nursery, greenhouse and floriculture annual crop sales totaled roughly $17
billion at farm gate. Nursery and greenhouse crop production now ranks among the
top five agricultural commodities in 28 states, and among the top ten in all 50
states. The sector represents roughly a third of the value of all specialty crop pro-
duction in the U.S. In Maryland, nursery and greenhouse annual production totaled
about $209 million according to the 2007 Census.

The Farm Bill and the Nursery Industry

The U.S. nursery industry has developed and thrived without the influence of
market-distorting subsidies, price supports, or similar programs. Most wish to keep
it that way. Consistent with this history and philosophy, our priorities in the 2008
Farm Bill focused on critical infrastructure and programs to deal with plant pest
and disease threats, and to fund needed research. Global trade and travel have ac-
celerated the pace of new pest introductions. Given the diversity of crops that the
industry produces, virtually every new plant pest that arrives and establishes in the
U.S. becomes a production or market access problem for the nursery industry. Em-
erald ash borer, Asian longhorned beetle, and the pathogen responsible 